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concerning the small square building in the middle,* I cannot decide, but it is there. Be the explanation what it may, the effect is almost uncanny. Few pilgrims gaze on the scene for the first time unmoved : the most reckless are awed into unwonted silence.
We prayed the two-rukka prayer ordained for this occasion, and then sat for some time in the shadow of the colonnade looking out across the sunlit space beyond and taking in the scene.
The photographs in this book give a much better idea of the place than any verbal description could do. The sides of the square measure about three hundred yards, and the colonnade which surrounds it is about twenty yards in depth.f This is supported by stone pillars and roofed by small domes, as appears in one of the pictures. The floor of the colonnade is of rough-hewn granite; the square is strewn with gravel and traversed by paved walks converging on the centre. The buildings comprise the Kaaba, the Zemzem well, a pulpit, the " makam " of Abraham, a small arch, and the "makam" of Ishmael, the last a peculiar semicircular wall built on to the Kaaba. The Kaaba itself, which is an almost perfect cube with faces about forty feet square, is built of large granite blocks. It has a wooden door heavily studded with iron, placed about eight feet above the ground, and so necessitating the use of a ladder by those who would enter. It stands in a sort of shallow marble basin, oval in shape and measuring about forty yards at its greatest diameter.
The outer wall of the Haram is of brick, and houses and shops are built on to its exterior face, which from their upper stories overlook the interior of the mosque. There are about eighteen gates altogether, the principal of which, that on the northern side, is reached by a flight of stone steps leading into a small market, appropriated to booksellers' shops, which terminates at the gate itself. Nothing in the whole pile of buildings has the smallest
* Moslems interpret the expression " house of God " in its most literal significance. Many Mohammedans fear to look upwards near the Kaaba on the day of the Hag. By some the flapping of its curtain is thought to be caused by the wings of angels.
t These measurements are by eye, and very roughly approximate. A full description of the mosque will be found in Sir Richard Burton's book, " A Pilgrimage to Al-Medina and Meccah," Appendix II.